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BEDALE  RUHAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Nor-GJi  Riding  of  Yorkshire 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  year  ending  ^Ist  December, 

19  5 0. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedale  Rural  District  Council. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  51st  December,  1950. 

PUBLIC  HEAHTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUITCIL. 

(1)  One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

(2)  One  Surveyor/Sanitary  Inspector  (full  time). 

(5)  One  Waterworks  Manager  (full  time). 

STATISTICS. 


Area  ...  o.«  ...  .o.  ...  ... 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
resident  population  (mid  1950)  o..  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according 

to  Rate  Books ... 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Area  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

Number  of  New  Houses  completed  during  1950. 


• • • A5,502  acres. 

...  7,520 

...  1,966 

...£36,720 

£149-4-11, 

25 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total, 

Legitimate 

51 

56 

107) 

Birth  Rate 

Illegitimate 

_2 

_5 

61 

114 

15.5 

Stillbirths , 

Male 

Female . 

Total , 

Legitimate 

4 

4) 

Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

-) 

(live  and  still) 

__4 

— 

_4 

births- 55 .0 

Deaths . 

Male 

Female . 

Total . 

Death  Rate  per 

71 

50 

121 

1,000  of  the 
estimated 
resident  popu- 
lation-16,5 . 

It  will  be  noted  that  during  the  year  under  consideration,  the 
Death  Rate  exceeded  the  Birth  Rate, 

This  is  probably  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a large 
number  of  old  people  died  during  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

Of  the  Total  of  121  Deaths,  64  occurred  in  people  over  70 
years  of  age. 
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Deaths  from  BJaternal  Causes 


1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  A^e . 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 


52.6 


56.0 


0 


Deaths  froms- 

Cancer  (all  ages)  

Measles  (all  ages).,. 
Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 


12 

0 

0 


GBDERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA . 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services. 

(c)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(d)  Hospitals, 

(e)  Nursing  Services. 

The  above  services  continue  to  be  satisfactory  and  are  for 
the  most  part  adequate  for  the  Area. 

^ During  the  year  the  services  provided  by  the  Friarage 
Hospital  at  Northallerton  have  been  of  immense  value  to  the 
public  in  the  Bedale  Rural  District. 

A Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  held  weekly  in  Bedale  and  this  has 
proved  to  be  of  great  convenience  to  the  local  population. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  continues  to  be  well  patronised 
though  the  number  attending  is  somewhat  limited  by  the  transport 
difficulties  in  a.  scattered  Area. 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  CHRONIC  INYALIDS . 

In  this  Area,  as  in  all  others  throughout  the  Country,  provision 
for  the  aged  sick  and  ineurables  is  totally  inadequate  and  there  is 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  Institutional  accommodation 
for  these  casesj  such  patients  often  have  to  wait  many  weeks ^ under 
most  deplorable  conditions  before  a suitable  Home  or  Hospital  can 
be  f oLind , 

It  is  a^matter  of  the  greatest  urgency  that  those  in  Authority 
shoula  make  immediate  provision  for  those  old  people  who  are  chronic 
invalids  or  are  unfit  to  live  alone, 

S/VNITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  IlREiv , 

WATER. 

(1)  QUALITY 

^ The  water  supply  in  the  whole  area  has  been  very 
satisfactory  in  quality,  8 samples  having  been  taken  and 
forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  analysis  and 
these  all  proved  satisfactory. 

(2)  QUANTITY. 

The  supply  at  the  springs  at  Bellerby  has  been  little 
below  top  water  level  all  the  year. 

(3)  CONSUMPTION . 


Approximate  daily  consumption,  Bedale  District  260,000 
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(3)  CONSUMPTION  Pont. 

Approximate  daily  consumption  Leyburn  District  50,000 

Approximate  daily  consumption  Deeming 

Aerodrome  70 » OOP 

Approximate  total,  380 ♦OOP 

(4)  CONNECTIONS  .UTD  MET  EES  . 

Durin03  the  year  46  connections  in  the  Bedale  District 
have  been  taken  from  our  mains  also  15  meters  have  been 
installed  which  are  supplying  private  houses  and  farms, 

(5)  MilNS  EXTENSIONS. 

During  the  year  the  following  mains  extensions  have  been 
completed 5- 

Clifton  and  Gebdykes, 

Masham  Road,  Bedale, and 
Council  Housing  Site,  Learning  Bar^ 
and  these  v/ill  afford  a supply  of  water  to  the  farms  and 
private  dwellinghouses  in  their  respective  localities. 

(6)  CHLORINATION  PMT . 

A new  Wallace  and  Tiernan  Automatic  Visible  Vacuum 
Chlorinator  has  been  installed  at  Bellerby.  This  plant  is 
of  considerable  importance  in  the  sterilisation  of  all  water 
supplied  by  the  Council  from  Bellerby,  namely  the  whole  of 
the  Bedale  area  and  those  Villages  in  the  Leyburn  District 
which  are  supplied  from  the  Bedale  Rural  District *s  mains. 

DR/^INAGE  AND  SEWER.1GE . 

The  sewers  and  disposal  works  have  not  been  altered  with  the 
exception  of  an  extension  to  the  Bedale  sewer  needed  to  serve 
the  new  housing  site  at  South  End, 

The  existing  sewers  and  tanks  have  been  regularly  cleaned  and 
only  a small  amount  of  trouble  from  blockages  has  been 
experienced. 

The  present  systems  of  sewage  disposal  cannot  be  considered 
satisfactory  as  with  the  exception  of  Deeming  Bar,  there  are 
no  proper  disposal  works,  and  the  sewage  is  simply  passed 
through  settling  tanks  and  the  effluent  discharged  into  gutters. 

Many  of  the  existing  sewers  consist  only  of  open  jointed 
land  tiles  with  practically  no  manholes.  Such  sewers  cannot 
carry  the  drainage  from  ?/.  C, ’s  unless  the  solids  are  taken 
out  in  proper  settling  tanks,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  cost 
of  converting  privies  to  W,  C,’s  and  is  no  doubt  responsible 
to  some  extent  for  the  large  number  of  privies  still  in  use 
in  the  area. 

Prom  the  above  remarks  it  will  be  realised  that  new  sewers 
are  needed  in  many  parishes  and  that  new  disposal  works  are 
needed  in  practically  all  parishes.  The  provision  of  these 
facilities  will  have  to  be  spread  over  a number  of  years  and 
as  a start  the  Council  are  considering  schemes  for  the  parishes 
of  Carthorpe,  Aiskew  and  Bedale.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Carthorpe  scheme  may  be  commenced  during  1931.  This  scheme 
allows  for  the  provision  of  entirely  nev/  sewers  and  disposal 
works,  the  works  being  so  designed  that  they  can  at  some  future 
date  be  extended  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  Burneston  and 
Theakston, 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  IiW  DISPOS-.L, 

Refuse  continues  to  be  collected  throughout  the  area  by 
the  Council’s  own  vehicles.  The  scheme  is  working  very 
satisfactorily  and  few  complaints  of  neglect  have  been 
received.  Forty-eight  privies  have  been  converted  to 
water  closets  and  dust  bins  have  been  provided  to  replace  the 
ashpits.  These  conversions  greatly  ease  the  work  of 
refuse  collection  and  there  seems  little  doubt  that  if 
adequate  sewers  were  available  more  conversions  would  be 
made , 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  two  tips,  one  at  Bedale  and  one 
at  Well,  These  tips  are  kept  as  tidy  as  possible  and  are 
periodically  treated  to  destroy  rats, 

HOUSING. 

The  building  of  Council  Houses  has  proceeded  satisfactorily 
24  houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied  and  14  houses 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Since 
the  end  of  the  war  66  houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied. 

In  view  of  the  continued  demand  for  housing  accommodation 
the  Council  took  over,  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Local 
Government  and  Planning,  a disused  military  camp  at  West 
Tanfield  and  had  10  of  the  huts  converted  into  temporary 
dwellings.  These  huts  are  all  occupied  and  appear  to  be 
reasonably  satisfactory. 

Private  house  building  has  continued  and  6 houses  v/ere  in 
course  of  erection  at  the  year  end.  Twenty-eight  private 
houses  have  been  completed  since  1945.  There  are  still 
many  applicants  for  private  licences  and  as  these  become 
available  they  are  allocated  by  the  Council, 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Meat  supplies  for  the  area  continue  to  be  allocated  from 
the  Northallerton  Slaughter  house  where  it  is  inspected 
before  delivery. 

During  the  year  complaints  were  made  regarding  the  condition 
and  type  of  vehicle  used  for  delivery  and  also  the  method 
of  handling  meat.  The  vehicle  was  not  properly  covered  so 
that  dust  and  flies  could  settle  on  the  meat  and  the  men 
wore  no  special  overalls.  These  complaints  resulted  in 
the  Ministry  of  Food  bringing  into  use  a new  vehicle  with 
a fully  enclosed  container  body  of  stainless  metsil  construction 
with  proper  hanging  rails  for  carcases.  This  vehicle  is 
very  satisfactory  and  a great  improvement  on  the  old  arrangement. 
The  men  now  wear  special  overalls  of  plastic  material  which 
can  easily  be  washed. 

Meat  inspection  at  the  Vale  of  Mov/bray  Bacon  Factory, 

Leeming  Bar,  is  carried  out  whenever  killing  is  in  progress 
and  approximately  500  visits  wore  made  for  this  purpose  during 
the  year. 

The  statement  required  by  Circular  2/50  is  attached. 

MILK. 


The  dairies  and  methods  of  supply  are  generally  satisfactory, 

Mach  of  the  milk  supplied  in  the  area  is  now  received  ready 
bottled  from  wholesalers  and  is  merely  delivered  by  the  dairyman, 
empty  bottles  being  returned  to  the  wholesaler  for  washing  and 
sterilising.  The  quantity  of  milk  delivered  from  hand  cans  is 
being  steadily  reduced  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  method  will 
eventually  cease. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEIWEMED. 


Cattle 

excluding  cows. 

Cows , 

Calves , 

Sheep 
and  Lambs, 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 
(if  knovm) 

32127. 

Number  Inspected 

32127. 

All  diseases  excei: 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  orgar 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  thar 
tuberculosis 

t 

25. 

w 

482, 

1.50, 

Tuberculosis  only, 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  v/ith 
tuberculosis . 

22. 

1095. 

if 

L 

3.48. 

'X... 


o , 


^EV.xLENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  IITFECTIQUS  AND  OTHER  DISEixSES. 
ye'T.r  diseasoo  (other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the 


Disease , 

Total  Cases, 

Deaths, 

Pneumonia 

19 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

4 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

Nil 

Measles 

33 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

62 

Nil 

The  absence  of  cases  of  Diptheria  in  the  above  list 
reflects  the  continued  success  of  immunisation  in  the  district • 

On  the  whole  the  appeal  by  parents  for  this  type  of  protection 
for  their  children  is  satisfactory, 

TUBERCULOSIS . 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  I95O. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age 

Periods . 

1 

Resp. 

! 

0 

-Resp. 

Resp . 

Non-Re sp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F, 

0- 

— 

— 

•• 

1- 

— 

— 

5- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- 

_ 

13- 

- 

2 

— 

■ 

25- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

35- 

— 

45- 

1 

— 

1 

55- 

— 

-- 

— 

65  and 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

j upwards 

Totals 

2 

4 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

In  concluding  my  Report,  I would  like  to  thank  Mr. 
Jameson  and  Mr.  Dunning  for  their  very  valuable  help  through- 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

AIAN  W.  HANSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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